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UD RESEARCH ENGINEER RECEIVES
TOP AWARD IN MUNICH
DAYTON, Ohio, July 15,

1985 -- Hans J. P. von Ohain, a

senior research engineer at the University of Dayton and
developer of the first

turbojet engine to fly,

received the

Aachen and Munich Prize for Technology and Applied Natural
Sciences July 1 in Aachen, West Germany.

The prize includes a

cash award of 60,000 DM (Deutsche marks),

the equivalent of

$20,000.
The Aachen and Munich Insurance Corporation established the
annual award in 1975 to honor outstanding achievements that
decisively expand our technical abilities.

The award recognizes

not only specific achievements, but also the life work of a great
engineer or representative of the natural sciences.

The prize

money is paid out of the interest on an endowment fund of one
million DM (Deutsche marks), known as the Doktor

Carl~Arthur

Pastor-Stiftung.
Three professors each from Aachen Technical University and
Munich Technical University select the prize winners after
requesting scientific organizations and past prize winners to
suggest suitable candidates.
Von Ohain, who works in the Aerospace Mechanics Division of
the UD Research Institute, was also selected last October to fill
the Charles A. Lindbergh Chair of Aerospace History at the
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Smithsonian Institution's National Air and Space Museum.
Born in Dessau, Germany he attended the Universty of
Gottingen, Germany, and received his doctorate in applied physics
and aerodynamics in 1935.

While preparing for his graduation, he

developed a theory on turbojet engines and built a working model
to support his ideas.

Ernest Heinkel,

owner of the Heinkel

Aricraft Company, hired von Ohain in 1936 to further develop his
theory.

The end result was the 1939 Heinkel He 178 which made

the first jet propelled flight in the world.
Von Ohain came to the United States after World War II and
began his 32-year career with United States government in 1947 as
a mechanical engineer with the Army Air Corps.
employed by the U.S. Air Force as a

He was later

civilian engineer and in 1963

became chief scientist of the Aerospace Research Laboratories at
Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton.

Today Professor von

Ohain carries on his research at the UD Research Institute.
Known around the world as one of the early pioneers of the
turbo engine, he holds

17 U.S.

than 30 technical papers.

patents and has published more

Von Ohain has received the Meritorious

Service Award, Air Force Systems Command Scientific Achievement
Award, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics Goddard
Award,

and the Office of Advanced Research Scientific Achievement

Award, among others.

He has also been selected as a

distinguished member of the Jet Pioneer's Association of America,
a Fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics,

and a member of the National Academy of

Engineering.
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